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MNpoénoyos

Htétoptn, ws npos tn ceipd avakaduyns, Pacidikn tns Ni-
kdnoAns napouaidzel pia 101aItepdINTa WS NPos TS TPE(S
nponyoupeves. Eival xuopévn €€w and tnv TeIXIOPévn €KTaon
s noAns, os avtiBeon pe us Baoidikés A, B kal I nou Bpi-
okovtal evids Twv Telxwv. H tuxaia avakdaduyn yneidwtou
banédou ous apxés s Gekaetias tou 1950, oto votioavato-
AIKG GKPO NS TEIXIOPEVNS pwpdaikns NOANS, endvw oto NGO
Kapaoun, obnynoe otnv avackagikh diEpeUvNon TOU XMPOoU
andé tov Avaotdoio OpAdvdo, und v alyida s ev ABnAvais
Apxalonoyikhs Etaipeias. O1 avaoka@és nou SiehxBnoav pe
Oiadeippata and 1o 1956 éws 1 1961 épepav Ot0 PWS Wia
véa onpavukn BaociAikn, PE Ta APXITEKTOVIKA XAPAKINPIoTKA
v nponyoupevwy Baoifik®v tns NikénoAns kal Je wpaia
wneIdbwtd 6aneda kal apxitektovikd peAn. MNapépeive dPws
doka@o 10 avatodikd twhpa tou Bopeiou kAitous kail to ai-
Oplo, éws ta AN TOU NEPACPEVOU alwva, NapdéAo mou n
tonikh Epopeia s Hneipou, n 8n Epopeia Buzavuvov Ap-
XQI0TNTWV, €iXe PEPIPVAOEL YIa TN OTEPEWON TWV TOIXWV TOU
pvnpeiou kal twv yneidwtmv danédwv tou, KabBws Kal yia
OUCTNUATKA KATaypaph twv yAuntmy Tou.

H oupPodn ts Emiotnpovikns Enitponns NikénoAns otn
OUVEXION TNS avaoKaQIkns €peuvas otn PBacidikh A kal v
anokdAuyn tou dokapou TWNEATos oto Bopeio kAitos, Ntav
kaBoploukn yia tnv avadeitn s onpacias tou vaou. Me s
avaoka@és nou Sie€nyaye n unoypdeouca 0 2002 Kai 10
2005, ws ouvéxela s €peuvas tou 1999-2000, n onoia €yi-
ve pe dandves s 10te appodias 8ns Epopeias Buzavuvav
Apxalothtwy, NABav oto pws otoixeia nou enifefaiwoav t1ov
Koluntnplakd xapaktpa s Bacifikns. AIEUKPIVIOTNKE €101
kal o Adyos ts tonoBeaoias tns €€w and ta teixn tns nandai-
oxplotavikns néAns, énws oupPaiver pe dGAous tous Koiun-
plakous vaous s enoxns. Kal AlBe enions oto gws pid
Baupdoia pappdpivn capko@dyos, nou nepieixe ta Asiyava
€NIPavoUs vekpou, épyo Kwvotavuvounonitikou epyaotnpiou
Kar povadikoé deiypa tou €idous otov eNAadIkd xwpo, nou on-
pepa koopel 1o Apxalofoyikd Mouaoeio NikénoAns. ®podvioes
enions n Eniotnpovikn Enitponn NikdnoAns yia v akpifn
anotnwaon Tou Pvnueiou, Tn oTeEPEWON TWV HOPUAPOBeTNpa-
TV Kal TV YnPidwtwv danédwv tou, kabws Kal yia i otéya-
on twv yAuntov nou Bpgbnkav ous NnanalidTePEs Kal VEOTEPES
avaoka@és. YnoAeingtar akéun n anokéiuyn tou aiBpiou s
Baoinikns, nou eAnizoupe va pnopécel va ufonoinBei npooe-
XS, WOTE Va EXOUPE TNV nAnpN €ikéva tns KAToYns TOU pvn-
peiou kal evdexopévws oupnAnpwpatikés NANPOQOPIES yia 10
podAo kal tn onpacia tou yia v nadaioxpiotuavikh NikénoAn.

he fourth basilica of Nicopolis in order of discovery pre-

sents a unique feature vis-a-vis the three basilicas exca-
vated before it. It is built outside the walled area of the city,
in contrast to basilicas A, B, and C, which are inside the city
walls. The chance discovery of a mosaic pavement in the
early 1950s at the southeastern edge of the walled Roman
city on the hill of Karaouli led to the excavation and explo-
ration of the site by Anastasios Orlandos under the aegis of
the Archaeological Society at Athens. Excavations, which
were conducted at intervals between 1956 and 1961,
brought to light an important new basilica with the archi-
tectural features of the previous basilicas in Nicopolis, and
with beautiful mosaic pavements and architectural mem-
bers. However, the eastern part of the north aisle and the
atrium remained unexcavated until the late 20th century,
despite the fact that the local Ephorate of Epirus, the 8th
Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities, had consolidated the
monument’s walls and its mosaic pavement, and ensured
the systematic recording of its sculptures.
The contribution of the Scientific Committee of Nicopolis
to the continuation of the excavation of basilica D and the
uncovering of the unexcavated section in its north aisle
was decisive in pinpointing the church’s significance. With
the excavations carried out by the undersigned in 2002
and 2005 in continuation of investigation in 1999-2000,
which was funded by the then-competent 8th Ephorate of
Byzantine Antiquities, there came to light evidence which
confirmed the funerary character of the basilica. Thus, the
reason why it was located outside the walls of the Early
Christian city —as was the case for all funerary churches of
this era— was clarified. A spectacular marble sarcophagus
also came to light which contained the relics of a promi-
nent individual. The sarcophagus, which today adorns the
Archaeological Museum of Nicopolis, was the work of a
Constantinopolitan workshop and a unique example of this
sarcophagus type in Greece. The Scientific Committee of
Nicopolis also ensured an accurate architectural rendering
of the monument, the consolidation of its marble revet-
ments and mosaic pavements, and the housing of the sculp-
tures which were found in both earlier and more recent
excavations. The basilica’s atrium remains to be revealed,
something we hope will be realized in the near future, so
that we may have a full picture of the monument'’s ground
plan and possibly, supplemental information about its role
and importance for Early Christian Nicopolis.

Foreword
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EniBup and t 6on auth va ekppdow Ts EINIKPIVEIS LOU €U-
xaploties otov enitupo Epopo Apxalothtwy Kwvotavtivo Zaxo,
npoedpo s Eniotnpovikhs Enitponns katd v nepiodo nou
npaypatonolnBnkav ol pyacies otn BaciAikn A, yia tn othpl-
€n tou 6Aou €pyou NS avaokaens Kal avadelEns Tou Pvnpei-
OU Kal va pvnpovelow tnv agipvnotn ®paykioka Kepandwvi-
tou, npoictapévn s 8ns Epopeias Buzavuvwv Apxalothtwy
otav dpxioe n oupnAnpwpatkh avackagikh épguva otn Ni-
Ko6noAn, yia v apépiotn apwyn tns.

Euxapiot® enions tous ouvadénpous apxaloNdyous nou oup-
HEeteixav ous avaokapés, Lwtpn Xapandunous, ogia Kiyka
kar Avva Miavanto, Tous apxITEKToves XpIotiva Avayvwaoto-
noundou kar Kwvotavtivo lMNManaBacidgiou yia v ekndvnon
oxedIA0UKWY anotuNWoewy, us oxedidotples Mewpyia Toavd-
ka kar EAeuBepia Xiopavidou, tous cuvinpnies Mdévo Kiel-
64, Aéonoiva Aacikoynou, Kwvotavtivo BAaxoyidvvn, Fewpyia
Tolwnou kar Appoditn TnAyéda, Tous epyatotexvites dAwv
TWV avaoKagIkmv nepiddwy 6. Téyann, E. Anpouon, 6. Ka-
npdvo, I'. Kaooupa, I. Katépn, X. Kitoo, N. Kodiokwton, A.
Kotzapoupdrtoyiou, A. Ndka, B. Manaddénouno, A. Mepdikn,
E. Zaon, A. Ztavpaka, ©. Taocounn, L. Tépa, K. Toouton, N.
Xawznepydn, N. Xhka, kaBws kal tov T. apxalopuiaka Nikod-
nonns I. Pizo nou @poévuze kGBe xpbdvo yia tnv nNpoegtolyacia
Kal opyavwaon twv UAIKWY TS avaoKaens.

Euxapiot® enions us k.k. NikoAétta Baddkou t€ws dieubu-
vipla kal EAeva Kouvtoupn, vuv SieuBuvipia ts AiebBuvons
Mpoioctopikwv kal KAaoikwv Apxalothtwy yia th othpi&n kal
NV apwyn Tous, KaBws Kkal Tov enikepanns Tou épyou noAiu-
K& pnxaviké K. Mavayidn Kpokida yia tn cupfonn tou otnv
nopeia kal oAoKANPwWON WV EPYACIWOV.

Ma v ékboon autou tou BifAiou euxapiotw, ToV EMNIOTNUO-
VIKO enmipennt twv ekdOoewv s Eniotnpovikns Enitponns
Nikénonans Kwvotavtivo Zaxo Kai tnv apxaiondyo Mapia Ka-
paund, yia i oupfoAn s oto ouvtoviopd Kal tnv oAokANn-
PWON ToU NPoypdppatos ek6Goewy tns Enitponns.

Euyevia Xankida
Mpoedpos Eniotnpovikhs Enitponns NikénoAns

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Konstanti-
nos Zachos, Ephor of Antiquities Emeritus and President of
the Scientific Committee during the period when work was
carried out in basilica D for his support of the entire project
of excavating and enhancing the monument. In addition, |
would also like to mention the late Frangiska Kefallonitou,
Head of the 8th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities when
supplemental excavation research began in Nicopolis for
her unreserved assistance.

| also thank my archaeologist colleagues who took part
in the excavations, Sotiris Charalambous, Sofia Kinga and
Anna Pianalto, architects Christina Anagnostopoulou and
Konstantinos Papavasileiou for preparing the architectural
drawings, draughtswomen Georgia Tsanaka and Eleftheria
Sismanidou, conservators Manos Kleidas, Despina Asiko-
glou, Konstantinos Vlachogiannis, Georgia Tsiopou, and
Afroditi Tiligada, skilled workers from all excavation peri-
ods Th. Gogalis, E. Dimousis, Th. Kapranos, G. Kasouras, G.
Kateris, Ch. Kitsos, N. Koliokotsis, D. Kotzamouratoglou, A.
Nakas, V. Papadopoulos, A. Perdikis, E. Safis, A. Stavrakas,
F. Tasoulis, S. Tefas, K. Tsoutsis, N. Chatziergatis, N. Chikas,
as well as the former guard of Nicopolis G. Rizos, who each
year saw to the preparation and organization of excavation
materials.

I would also like to thank Nikoletta Valakou, former Direc-
tor, and Helena Kountouri, present Director of the Directo-
rate of Prehistoric & Classical Antiquities for their support
and their guidance, as well as the head of the project, civil
engineer Panagiotis Krokidas for his contribution to the
course and fulfilment of the whole work.

For the publication of this book, my thanks go to Konstan-
tinos Zachos, editor of the Scientific Committee of Nico-
polis publications, and to archaeologist Maria Karampa for
her contribution to the coordination and completion of the
Committee’s publications program.

Eugenia Chalkia
President, Scientific Committee of Nicopolis
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Eiloaywyn

H BaoidikA A otov
oo Kapaouni, to
PWUAIKS VEKPO-
tapeio karn NA
nuAn tou pwuaikou
Teixous

Basilica D on the
hill of Karaouli, the
Roman cemetery
and the SE gate of
the Roman wall
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/T~ €w and ta nanaioxpiouavikd Teixn Kal péoa ota épia v

pwpaik®v texwv s Nikénoadns, ndvw o xaunid AdQpo
HE TO XaPaAKINPIoUKO Gvoua Kapaoudl, and énou pnopsi ka-
VEis va éxel anpdéokontn B€a tns nénins and to lévio nénayos
npos duopds péxpl tov ApPpakikd k6Ano npos avatonds,
Bpioketal n Baoidikn A, Aiya ponis pétpa Popeiws tou vou-
oU oKEAoUS NS pwuaikhs oxUpwaons Kal o€ PIKph andéotacn
and wn véua nuAn. Nvwoth kal ws Baoinikn tou Acupudtou, n
Baoinikn auth ogeifel tnv avakaAuyn tns OE éva TuXaio yeyo-
vOs: ous apxés tns dekaetias tou 1950 o Opyaviouds TnAeni-
Kolvwviwv ENAGOos Eekivnoes ekokapés otov nepionto AGQo,
MPOKEIPJEVOU VO EYKATAOTNOEI OTNV KOPUPN TOU KePaia aoup-
pdtou. AnokaAueonke tOTE TWNPa Yneidwtou danédou, Ye-
yovés nou 0dhynoe otny avaokagikh dIEpelivnon Tou XWPOoU,
n onofa &ekivnoe 10 1956 and tov Avaotdoio OpAdvdo, und
v alyida s Apxalofoyikns Etaipeias kal og didotnua oni-
YWV ETMV EPEPE OTO PwWS TNV T€Taptn Baoidikn s Nikdénoans.
As onpeiwBei 6u ol duo npwres BaoiAikés, n A (yvwoth Kal
ws Baoidikn tou Aopetiou, and 1o Gvopa ToU APIEPWTA €Nl
OKOMOU MoU PAPTUPEITal OUS MypapEs Twv YnPidwtmy da-

asilica D lies outside the Early Christian walls but within

the limits of the Roman walls of Nicopolis, atop a low hill
called Karaouli from which one can enjoy an unobstructed
view of the city extending from the lonian Sea on the West
to the Ambracian Gulf on the East. It is situated just a few
meters north of the south wall of the Roman fortification,
and not far from its south gate. Basilica D owes its discov-
ery to chance: in the early 1950s, during the works carried
out by the Hellenic Telecommunications Organization, at
the summit of the hill part of a mosaic pavement came to
light. This led to the investigation of the site through exca-
vation, begun in 1956 by Anastasios Orlandos, under the
auspices of the Archaeological Society. Within the space of
a few years, he brought to light Nicopolis’ fourth basilica.
We may note here that the first two basilicas discovered, A,
also known as the basilica of Dometios, from the name of
the dedicator bishop attested in inscriptions of its mosaic
pavements and B (also called the basilica of Alkison, after
the bishop of this name mentioned in the dedicatory mosa-
ic inscription in the church’s southwest annexes) have been
known since the first decades of the 20th century. Alexan-
dros Filadelfeus began excavating basilica A right after the
liberation of Preveza, in 1913. The church had been fully re-
vealed by the end of that decade. Shortly afterward 1920,
Filadelfeus began excavating basilica B, the city’s largest
basilica and its cathedral church. Its excavation was com-
pleted in the late 1930s by Georgios Sotiriou and Anasta-
sios Orlandos, who also excavated the third and latest ba-
silica in Nicopolis, basilica C, in 1937. Today this basilica lies
largely destroyed in consequence of having been bombed
in the Greek-Italian war of 1940. Basilica E is also included
by researchers among the basilicas of Nicopolis despite the
fact that it lies some distance from the Early Christian city
at Margarona on the Ambracian Gulf near Preveza, at the
site of the modern chapel of Agios Minas. Basilica E was
discovered in 1958 by Dimitrios Pallas, though it was never
fully excavated. Finally, the apse of a sixth possible basilica
(basilica F) was found in 1981 northeast of basilica A in the
course of clearing vegetation.
In all probability, however, these basilicas—of which only
four (A, B, C, F) lie within the Early Christian walls—do not
represent the total number of churches in Nicopolis, since a
large part of the city remains unexcavated. From the early
4th century, Nicopolis was the capital of the province of
Old Epirus, i.e. the administrative region which extended

13
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nédwv tns) kai n B (n Aeydpevn kal Baoidikn tou Afkiowvos,
anod oV PEPWVUPO ENIOKOMNO MOU aVAPEPETAl OE APIEPWTKN
WNEIdWIN €MNlypa@n ota votodutké NPooKtiopata tou vaou)
Atav yvwotes and us npwtes Oekaeties tou 200u aiova. H
Baoidikn A dpxice va avaokdntetal and tov AdéEavopo Oi-
Aadenpéa apéows petd v anefeuBépwon s MpéRezas, 10
1913 kai €ixe €ABel 010 PwSs 0To oUVONd TS €ws TO TEADS TNS
idias Gekaetias. Apéows petd, 10 1920, o ®inadeApeus apxi-
zel tnv avaokagn s BaoiAikns B, tns peyandtepns BaciAikns
s n6Ans kal kaBedpikoU vaou tns, n anokdduyn tns onoias
ofokANpwBNnke oto tnos tns dekaetias tou ‘30 and tov le-
wpylo Lwinpiou kai tov Avaotdolo OpAdvdo. O1 ibior epguvn-
s avéokayav 1 1937 tnv tpitn kal oyipdtepn BaoiAikn s
Nikononns, tn BaciAikn T, KateoTpappévn oAPEPA Katd TO peE-
yaAUtePO TWAPA s, petd and tov PouPapdiopd nou unéot
katd tov eAnnvoitanikd nénepo tou 1940. Avéueoa ous Ba-
oIfikés tns NikénoAns cuykatanéyetal and Tous EPEUVNTES Kal
n BaoiAikh E, n néunt katd ogipd epeons, napdno nou Ppi-

from the Acroceraunian Mountains and the Pindos range
to the mouth of the Acheloos River. Furthermore, as it was
also the metropolitan see of the same province and held
jurisdiction over all local bishops, Nicopolis may well have
had more churches. In addition to its wide extent, this as-
sumption is further supported by the locations of the basili-
cas known to date, which are concentrated primarily in its
south and west sections.

As Anastasios Orlandos noted in the Praktika tes en Athe-
nais Archaeologikes Hetaireias 1956, it was in this year
that following a long interruption, obviously due to the
turbulent 1940s, “excavations carried out by the Archaeologi-
cal Society in the highly important Roman and OId Christian ruins
of Nicopolis focused on the discovery of the Old Christian basilica
(D), the fourth in order of discovery”. At that time, the nave
and south aisle of the main church, the south wing of the
transept, the bema, the narthex and an apsidal annex in its
southern part, as well as a fair number of marble architec-
tural members were uncovered. The north aisle remained
almost entirely unexcavated because, as Orlandos noted,
it had a large amount of fill, at some points reaching a
depth of 3 meters. Orlandos continued excavation in 1959,
focusing more on cleaning and uncovering the basilica’s
pavements (mosaic, opus sectile, and opus segmentatum) and
stylobates and on collecting marble sculptures from the fill.
With the discovery of the pavement of the transept’s south
wing, came to light reused marble slabs to support closure
slabs delineating a small space in the southwest corner of
this wing. It was interpreted by Orlandos as a “makeshift
pastophorion” for storing the surplus from the Divine Eucharist or
for sacred utensils”. In addition, during the same excavation
season, the north wall of the atrium, part of the north wall
of the main church and part of a square chamber on the
north side of the narthex were revealed. With a few days
of excavation in 1961 during which the entire annex north
of the narthex and the northwest corner of the church’s
transept were uncovered, the Archaeological Society’s ex-
cavation of basilica D came to a close, though without the
monument having been completely revealed.

Supplementary excavation of basilica D began much later,
initially conducted by the 8th Ephorate of Byzantine Antig-
uities (1999, 2000) and subsequently (2002, 2005) by the
Scientific Committee of Nicopolis under the supervision of
this author. The goal was to uncover the rest of the basilica
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To 10t0pIKO
s £PEUVas

Tunua papud-
pIvVoU yeioou L
avdydugpa punda
dkavBas

Part of amarble
cornice with relief
acanthus leaves

OKETal O apKeT andotacn and tnv nadaioxpicuavikh nénn,
otnv tonoBeoia Mapyapwva tou AuBpakikol kKéANou Kovtd
otwnv MpéReza, otn Béon tou oUyxpovou napekkAnciou tou
Ayiou Mnvd. EvtonioBnke to 1958 and tov Anpnhtpio Médna,
xwpis OUWS va éxel avaokagei oto ouvond mns. TéNos, n ayida
pias éktns miBavov Baoidikns, tns Baoidikns YT evioniobnke
10 1981, Bopeloavatodikd s BaoiAikns A, katd tn Sidpkeia
kaBapiopwv and i BAdotnon.

MBavétata dpws ol BaoiNikés autés, and Us onoies Ydvo ol
téooepis (A, B, T kal XT) Ppiokovtal evids twv nanaioxpiota-
VIKQV TEIXWV, VA PNV EKNPOcwnouv 1o oUvoAo Twv VAV TNs
Nikénonns, epoéoov peydno tuhpa ts dev €xel epeuvnBel
akoun avaoka@iké. H NikénoAn and us apxes tou 4% p.X.
aiva unnpée npwrtetouca tns enapxias Manaids Hneipou,
s dioiknukns dnAadn nepipépeias, n onoia ektevétav anod
ta Akpokepauvela épn Kal tny 0pooelpd tns Mivoou péxpl Us
ekBonés tou AxeAwou. Qs €dpa e€dNnou kal tns untpdnonins
s i6las enapxias, pe dikalodbooia oe dGAous Tous TonikoUus
eniokonous, 6ev anokneietal va O1é0ete peyanUtepo apiBud
ekkANOIMV. Ltnv undBeon auth cuvnyopouv, eKtds and tnv
gupeia éktaon s noAns, Kal ol BECEIS TWV YVWOTWV HPEXPI
onpepa BaoiAiKmV, OUYKEVIPWHEVWY KUPIwS 0TO VOTIO KAl 0T0
SUTKS TuNPa TNs.

’O nws avagépel o Avaotdoios Opndavéos ota Mpaktukd tns
ev ABnvais Apxaiodoyikns Etaipeias tou 1956, 10 £€10s
autd Eavapxioav petd and pakpoxpdvia dlakonn, n onofa
npo@avms ogeietal otnv tapaypévn dekaetia tou 1940, “ai
&V T® GTTOVSAOTATEH EWUAIKEG KOl TTAANLOYXQLGTIOVIKG
goelrtidvt TG NIKOTIOAEWS Avaoko@al TAG AQ)aLo-
Aoywkiic ‘Etaupelag, évromiodeloon eig v AstokdAv-
WY VEAS TTAAALOXELOTIOVIKAG Bagilkiig (A), tétaptng,
KATA Gelpdv eVEEGEWS”. AnokaAU@BnKe TOTe 10 KEVIPIKO
Kal to voto kAtos tou Kupiws vaou, to voTo ntepuyio Tou
gykdpalou kAitous, To 1Epd Pripa Kal o vapBnkas Je to ayidw-

and investigate its use and character, given that its loca-
tion outside the Early Christian walls of Nicopolis recalled
funerary use, since the legislation of that period forbade
intramural burials. During brief excavations in the first two
years (1999, 2000), the entire north aisle of the church
was revealed, together with the corresponding wing of the
transept. Important architectural sculptures were found,
including the column and its capital found in the center of
the stylobate which separated the north aisle from the cor-
responding wing of the transept, creating a dibelon open-
ing, as well as the shaft of a mullion. The observation that
the pavement in the north wing of the transept presented
a peculiarity proved decisive for the continuation of excava-
tion. More specifically, its north section, which was covered
by carefully-finished marble slabs and set off by a slightly
elevated step was different from the rest of the floor in
the chamber, which was paved with a simple form of opus
segmentatum composed of small, irregular polychrome
tesserae. The hypothesis that there were burials beneath
the marble slabs was confirmed after their removal, when

To vétio napdBnua
tns BaoiAikAs (dno-
wnandAnpos )

The south
parabema of the
basilica (from E-W)




Kdrown tns
Baoidikns A, petd
v avaokapn trou
1959 (A. OpAdv-
6os, Epyov 1959)

Plan of basilica D
following the 1959
excavations (A.
Orlandos, Ergon
1959)
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16 NPGOKTOUA OTO VOTIO TUNPA Tou, KaBws Kal Ikavéds apiBuéds
yAuNty apxitektovik®v pefmv. To Bépeio KATtos napéueive
doka@o oxedbdv oto ouvono tou €neidn, ONws CNUEIWVEN O
OpAdvbos, napouaciaze peydin enixwon, n onoia o€ opIopé-
va onpeia épBave ta 3 pétpa. H avaokapn ocuvexioBnke and
tov 610 gpeuvnt 10 1959 Kkal enikevipwBnke NepIcoOTEPO
otov kaBapiopd kal tnv anokéduyn twv 6anédwv (Yneidw-
TV Kal pappapoBetnudtwy) kal twv owuiofatyv s Baoi-
Aikns, KaBws kal otnv nepiouAAoyn APXITEKTOVIKDY YAUNTWY
ano us enixaoels. Me tnv anokdduyn tou danédou tou vétiou
ntepuyiou tou eykapaoiou kAitous hABav oto Pws PAPUAPIVES
nndkes , tonoBetnpéves oe 6eUtepn xphon yia othplEn Bwpaki-
wv 1a onofa oploBetodoav pIkpd xwpo otn NA ywvia tou nte-
puyiou. O xwpPos autds epPnvelBnke and oV AVAoKAPEd ws
‘TTEOXELQOV TTAGTOPOQLOV TTQOMELGUEVOV TTEOS QUAEY
TV €k T Bclag Evyapiotiag repuocevudiov it TV
lep®dv okev®V’. Katd v idla avaokagikn nepiodo &aniou
anokanueBnke o BopElos T0ixos Tou aiBpiou, TUNPA Tou PopEl-

two tombs came to light, one of them containing a costly
marble sarcophagus.

This discovery determined the excavation program for the
following season (2002), during which investigation fo-
cused primarily on exploring the corresponding space in the
south wing of the transept, Orlandos’s “makeshift pasto-
phorion”, to determine whether there were burials beneath
it as well. Excavation below the floor of this small chamber
also revealed two tombs. Finally, the few days of excava-
tion in 2005 were confined to the south part of the atrium,
from which only the wall foundations survive. The most
important evidence to emerge was the discovery that the
south wall of the atrium extended westward, beyond the
limits of its west wall. A similar extension of the north wall
of the atrium was noted on the ground plan of the basilica,
published by A. Orlandos in the 1959 Ergon tes en Athenais
Archaiologikes Hetaireias, suggests that there was an open
portico west of the atrium. Furthermore, the collection of
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napdBnuans
Baoidikns petd
NV avaokaon tou
2000 (drown and
AnposA)

The north
parabema of

the basilica
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excavations (from
W-E)

22

0U TOiXoU tou opdioyou KAtous kal Tphpa tetpdywvou diape-
piopatos otn Bopeia nsupd tou vapbnka. Me tnv ofiyohuepn
avaokaen tou 1961, katd v onoia anokaAuntetal oAoKANPo
10 Npookuopa Bopela tou vapBnka kal n BA ywvia tou eykdp-
olou kAtous tou vaou, KAgivel Kal N avaokagikn €Peuva s
Apxalonoyikhs Etaipeias otn Bacifikn A, xwpis Opws va EXel
odokANpwBel NANPws N anokdAuyn Tou pvnpeiou.

H oupnAnpwpatkh avaockaphn s PBacidikns A Eekivnoe
noAu apyodtepa, apxikd and v 8n Egopeia Buzavuvav Ap-
xalothtwy (1999, 2000) kar otn ouvéxela (2002, 2005) and
v Enmiotnpovikn Emitponn Nikénodns, kar S1e€nxBn and
NV unoypd@ouaoda. konods tns Ntav va anokanugBei kal to
unodoino whpa s Baoifikhs, anid kar va diepeuvnBei n
Xphon kal 0 xapakthpas s, dedopévou 6T n BEon s -€€w
ano ta nanaioxpiouavikd teixn tns NikénoAns- Napgnepne os
KOIUNTNPIaKA XpNon, epooov, Onws ival yvwaotd, N vopobe-
ofa s €Noxns anayopeus Us TAPES evids twv teixwv. Katd
v ofiyonpepn avaokapikn €peuva twv 6U0 NPMTWY ETWV
(1999, 2000) anokaduEBnke oNdokANpo 10 PodPEI0 KAITOS
ToU vaou, kaBms kal 1o avtiotoixo NtepUylo ToU eyKapoiou
kAitous. BpéOnkav onpavukd apxitektoviké yAuntd, énws o
kfovas Kal o KIovokpavo nou Bpiokdtav otn péon tou otuno-
Batn nou xwpize 10 Bopeio kAitos and 1o avtiotoixo Ntepulylo
ToU gykapoiou, dnuioupydvias SifnAo dvolypa, KaBws Kal
KOpuoOs apgikiova napabupou. KabBoploukn yia tn ouvéxion
s €peuvas unnpée n napatpnon éu 10 6dnedo oto Pdpeio
ntepUylo Tou eykapaiou kAtous napouciaze pia 1S1opopeia.
YUYKEKPIPEVa To POPEIO TUNUA TOU, TO onoio Ntav KaAUpuévo

a significant number of tesserae from the fill attests to the
presence of a mosaic floor in the atrium of Basilica D, as
in other basilicas (A, B, E) of Nicopolis. Excavation of the
remaining section of the atrium remains to complete the
disclosure of the entire church.

asilica D was a three-aisle, timber-roofed church with

tripartite transept. The latter feature is the main charac-
teristic of most of the basilicas in Nicopolis, and was wide-
spread throughout the province of Old Epirus. It consistes
of the formation of the eastern part of the church into
three independent chambers, of which the central one is
occupied by the presbytery, i.e. the bema and the two side
ones, the parabemata, whose use is not clearly defined.
As was the case for basilicas A and E, the transept of ba-
silica D is wider than the width of the naos with the result
that it projects beyond the latter, in contrast to basilica B,
where transept and naos are of the same width. Thus in
basilica D, while the width of the naos is 17 meters, that
of the transept reaches 23.25 meters, with the north wing
projecting more than that on the south. The length of the
main church is 28 meters without the apse.
Basilica D, like the other basilicas in Nicopolis, was built of
rubble masonry interspersed with zones containing brick
courses (opus incertum). Some of these bricks had been
transferred and reused from the adjacent Roman wall,
as confirmed by their stamps with the word TVR, which
characterized the fired bricks used in Roman walls. Further-
more, stamped roof tiles bearing crosses of various types
had also been used on the church’s roof.
Like most Early Christian basilicas in Greece, basilica D is
equipped on its western side with an atrium, narthex, and
annexes, all of which were necessary for the worship re-
quirements of the age. Its apse is semi-circular and rein-
forced on the exterior by radial buttresses. This is another
typical feature of the basilicas of Nicopolis which we also
find in other churches, not only in Old Epirus but in other
regions. Today the basilica is entered from the south part
of the narthex, given that excavation of its atrium (I) is
not finished. Its total area, however, can be determined:
it would have been 17.60 meters long and 18.70-18.85
meters wide. The extension of the atrium’s side walls be-
yond its west wall (that on the south extends another 1.67
meters westward, while that on the north has yet to be
excavated) testifies to the presence of a portico, which ap-

Description
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O nepippayuévos xwpos e to niakéotpwrto 6dnedo ato Bpeio napdBnua (dnown and N npos B)

The enclosed area with paved floor in the north parabema (from S-N)
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H avdoupon tns
oapkogpdyou oto
Bopeio napdBnua

Hauling up the
sarcophagus in the
north parabema

O kiBwudoxnpos tdpos kar
n oapkopdyos ato Bopeio
napdBnua

The cist grave and

sarcophagus in the north
parabema
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Ortdgoi oto vatio
napdBnua (dnoyn
andé AnposA)

The graves in the
south parabema
(from E-W)
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and pappdpives NnAGKes enipennuévns KATAOKEUNS KAl XwpI-
zétav pe eNappd uywpévn Babuida napouaciaze diapopd and
10 unénoino 6anedo tou diapepiouatos, oTPwPEvo pe anid
papuapoBétnua and pIKPES akavoviotes NOAUXPWUES Yni-
8es, yvwotd ws opus segmentatum. H undBeon yia tnv Unapén
TAPOV KATW and us papudpives nAdkes eniBefaimbnke petd
v anopdkpuvon tous, ondte hilBav oto ews dUo taeol, évas
€K TV onoiwv nepleixe papudpivn noAuteAn capKopayo.

H avakdduyn auth kaBopioe Kal 10 avaokaikd npoypaupa
s enopevns nepivdou, 1o 2002, katd tnv ornoia n épeuva eni-
KevipwBnke kupiws otn Sigpelivnon Tou avticToIXOU XWPOU CTO
vOTO NtepUyIo ToU gykapaoiou KAItous, ToU ‘MPOoxeipou Nacto-
popiou’ katd tov OpAdvdo, Npokelpévou va dianiotwbel av Kal
Kdtw and autd unnpxav aeés. H avaokapn katw and to 6d-
nedo Tou pIKPoU autou diapepiopatos anokdduye enions SUo
tdpous. TéAos, n odlyonuepn €peuva tou 2005 nepiopioBnke
otV avaokaeh Tou vOTou TUNPIAToS Tou aiBpiou and to onoio
éxouv owBel poévo ta Bepénia twv toixwyv. To onPavikotepo
OtoIXelo Mou NPoékuwe Atav n avakanuyn 6t o vOTOoS TOIX0s
tou aiBpiou ekteivetal npos duopds, Népa anod 1o épio Tou du-
UKoV toixou Tou. Avddoyn Npoéktaon tou POPEIOU TOIXOU Tou

parently was the main point of access to the church and
at which some road probably concluded. The long, nar-
row narthex (II) (18.25m. long, 4.70m. wide) preserves a
mosaic pavement in its northeast section and communi-
cates with the naos via three doors, one for each aisle; of
these the central one —the “royal door”— is much wider
than the side doors, and carried a luxurious marble door-
frame, parts of which came to light in the 1956 excava-
tion. On the south side of the narthex, a narrow opening
leads to a small chamber (5.30m. long, 4.70m. wide) (llI)
with an apse on its south side and a pavement decorated
with mosaics. A second opening on its east side had been
closed in a subsequent phase. Anastasios Orlandos, who
also had discovered it in the 1956 excavation, interpreted
it as a diakonikon, i.e. a place for the deposition of offerings
by the faithful, which after being recorded by the presby-
ters would have been transferred to the bema (altar) in
procession. This interpretation is supported by the scholar
in the text of the Testamentum Domini, a pseudepigraphum
work probably datable to the 5th century which contains,
among others, instructions concerning the arrangement of
the various parts of churches and worship practices of the
era. According to this text, the diakonikon was to be situ-
ated to the right of the right-hand entrance to the church.
This view, though adopted by subsequent researchers, can
no longer be accepted with confidence, since recent ar-
chaeological evidence as well as interpretation of the texts
lead to the conclusion that neither the position nor use
of the chambers considered to have been diakonika are
fixed. The same holds true for the remaining annexes in
Early Christian basilicas, whose location and number varies
from monument to monument. Consequently, the intend-
ed purpose of the basilica’s northwest annex (IV) (total
length 10.75m., width 3.5m.), consisted of two continu-
ous rooms, remains unknown. The western one, which has
the same width as the narthex, communicates both with
the narthex and with the eastern room which has no other
entrance. The floor of both rooms is paved with square ter-
racotta slabs.

From the narthex one entered the naos (V), originally di-
vided into three aisles by two colonnades, each consist-
ing of six columns resting on a slightly-elevated stylobate,
which continued into the two wings of the transept. The
north stylobate is better preserved, where the lonic bases
of the columns separating the aisles have survived, where-
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Kdrown tns Baoinikns A, 2002

Plan of basilica D, 2002
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aiBpiou onpeldvetal og kKatown tns Baoiikns nou dnpoaoiele-
tal and tov A. Opndvéo ato Epyov tns ev ABAvais Apxaionoyikis
Etaipeias tou 1959, yeyovods nou odnyel otn okéyn &t ota dut-
Kd Tou aiBpiou unhpxe avoikth otod. H nepiouidoyn onuavu-
KoU aplBuoU yneidwv and s eNIXwaoels paptupel eEandou tnv
unapén yneidwtou danédou Kal oto aibpio s Bacidikns A,
oénws kal ous dines Baainikés (A, B, E) tns Nikénonns. Ynodei-
METal N avaockagn Tou undéAoINou TAPATOS Tou aifpiou yia va
ofokAnpwBel N anokdiuyn oAdKANPNS ts ekkANaias.

Baoidikn A eivar tpikAitn, EuAdoteyn, Ye TPIYEPES eyKAp-

olo kAitos. To teAeutaio otoixeio anotenel 1o KUPIO xapa-
KTNPIoTKS twv neploodtepwv BaoiAikwv s Nikénonns, pe
biadoon oe ondokAnpn v enapxia s Madaids Hneipou, kal
ouviotatal otn dlapdépewon tou avatodikoU TPAPATos Tou
vaou og tpia avetaptnta Slapepiopata and ta onoia 1o Ke-
vipIké katadapPdvetal and 1o npecfutéplio, 6nAadn 1o 1gpd
BApa, evd ta duo nAsupikd and ta napafnuata, 1wy onoiwy
n xpnon &gv gival ca@s kaBopiopévn. Ztn Bacifikh A, dnws
kar ous Baoinikés A kal E, 1o eykdpaio kAtos givalr eupUteEPo
and 1o NAAToS Tou KUpiws vaou, Pe anoténeopa va eEexel, o
avtiBeon pe i Baoidikn B, otnv onoia to eykdpoio kAitos €i-
val iconAatés pe tov kupiws vao. Etal, otn Baoidikn A evd 1o
nAdtos tou Kupiws vaou €ival 17y., 10 NAATOS Tou eykapaiou
kAitous @Bavel ota 23,25p., e 10 Bdpeio paniota nteplylo
va €EGEXEl MEPIOOOTEPO and 10 voTo. To PAKOS TOU KUPiws
vaou, xwpis tnv ayiba sivar 28p.

as that on the south is completely destroyed. The floor of
the central aisle carried luxurious opus sectile decoration, a
small part of which was discovered in its east section during
Orlandos’s excavation. Only the impressions of its square,
rectangular, triangular, and lozenge-shaped slabs, which
were drawn by Orlandos, survived. The rest of the floor of
the nave is destroyed, making it impossible to determine
the position of the ambo, a fragment from the wing of
whose staircase was found during the same (1956) exca-

YnoBeukn 1piodid-
otatn avanapdota-
onns avaronikns

Syns tns Baoinikns

Hypothetical 3-D
reconstruction of
the basilica’s east
face

Aentopépeians
toixonolias rou
vaou

Detail of the
church’s masonry
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Evoppdyiotn kepa-
piéa pe otaupo

Stamped rooftile
with cross
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H Baoidikh A, énws €€dniou kal ol
unoénoines BaoiAikés tns NikénoAns, €i-
val kuopévn and apyoniBodoun, otnv
onofa napepBdnnovtal zaoves and oel-
pés nAivBwv (opus incertum). Mepikés
and us nAivBous autés Exouv YetapepOel
Kar avaxpnolyonoinBsi and 1o napakei-
HEVO pwpdikd Teixos, 6nws paptupouv
0 oppayiouata tous, pe tn A€En TVR,
Mmou xapaktnpizouv us ontondivBous
WV PWHATKOV TeIXwv. Evoppdyiotes Ke-
papides, ye otaupous dlapdpwy Tnwy,

LEERER gixav xpnolgonoinBei e€dAnou kar yia

v K&dAuyn s otéyns s ekkAnaoias.

Onws ol neploodtepes nanaloxpiouavikés Baoidikés s EA-
Aadas, n Baoinikh A eival epodiacpévn pe aibplo, vépbnka
KAl Npooktiopatd oto dUTKSO TUAPA TNS, andpaitnta yid Ts
Aatpeutikés avaykes tns enoxns. H ayida tns eivar npikukiikh
Kar evioxUetal Ewtepikd and avinpibes, HIATETAYUEVES AKTIVW-
¢, éva anfo tuniké yvopliopd twv Bacidikoy s NikénoAns,
10 0Mnoio cuvavtoUpe kal o aAdes ekkAnaofes OxI pévo s Ma-
Aaids Hneipou, annd kar dAfwv neploxwy. Lnpepa n gicodos
otn BaoiAikA yivetal and to voto AP tou vapdnkad, epdoov
n avaocka®n tou aiBpiou s (1) dev éxel akdpun odokANPwWOEI.
Mnopei 6pws va npoablopioBei n éktacn tou, n onoia épBa-
ve o€ pnkos 17,60u. kal nAdtos 18,70-18,85u. H npoéktaon
twv dUo nAdyiwv toixwv tou aiBpiou népa and tov Outkd
T0iX0 ToU (0 votuos ekteivetal anna 1,67u. npos duopds, v
0 Popeios dev éxel akdun avaokael) paptupsl v Unapén
0t0ds 010 onpeio autd, and to onoio NPOPAV®S YIVOTav Kal N
KUpIa npdofacn npos 1o vad Kal oto onoio katéAnye nmoavov
kdnolos 6podpos. O otevods eniunkns vapBnkas (1), phkous
18,25u. kar nAdtous 4,70p. dlaowzel ynpidwtd 6dnedo oto
Bopeioavatonikd TUAPA TOU Kal ENIKOIVWVET PIE TOV KUPIWS vaod
Héow TPtV Bupwy, avd pia yia k&Be kAitos, and us onoies n
KevipIkn, n Baocinelos nuAn, eival noAu eupUtepn and us nNAd-
YIES Kal épepe noAUTeENés pappdpivo nepibupo, THAPATA Tou
onoiou NABav oto Pws Katd t OIGPKEID TNS AVACKAPAS TOU
1956. Xwn véua nieupd tou vdpBnka otevd avolyua odnyei
O€ PIkpO diapépiopa, unkous 5,30u. kar nAdtous 4,70u. (1II)
10 onoio @épel ayida otn votua nAgupd tou Kail 1o 6&nedd tou
Koopetal pe yn@idowtd. AeUtepo Avolypd, MOU UMNPXE OTNV
avatonikn NAgUPd tou, éxel kNeloBEl o€ petayevéatepn Gpaon.
O Avaotdolos Opndavéos, o onoios kal 1o anokdAuye katd tnv
avaokapn ou 1956, 10 EpUAVEUCE WS d1akovikd, Xwpo dnAa-

vation. The pavement in the two side aisles consisted of
varicolored opus segmentatum.

East of the central aisle is the bema of the church (VI),
which is elevated by 0.25 meters, and whose floor was cov-
ered by polychrome opus segmentatum similar to that in the
nave. At about the center of the bema, the altar table’s
slab-base survives, with two square notches out of a to-
tal of four-five in which the supports for the altar’s cover
slab were anchored. On either side of the altar table and
parallel to the stylobates are the built stepped benches on
which the priests and lower clergy sat during the Divine
Liturgy. They were 3.5 meters long and covered by thin
marble slabs, parts of which are preserved. Access to the
floor of the apse, which is above that of the bema, where
the synthronon with the bishop's throne had its place, was
by a straight staircase 3.30 meters long from which two
stairs, also covered in marble slabs, were found.

The bema communicates on both sides with the wings of
the transept, that to the north (VIla) and that to the south
(Vllb), from which it was separated by a column which
was a continuation of the colonnades between the nave
and aisles. Access from the aisles to these two wings was

H awiéa tou 1epou
HE TS avinpioes

The sanctuary
apse with the
buttresses
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levikn drmown tou
vdpOnka kai tou
SiakovikoU ané B
npos N

General view of

the narthex and
diakonikon from
N-S
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On Katébeons twv NPOCPOPWV TwV MICTWY, Ol OMOfEsS PET
NV Kataypa@n tous and tous NPeoPUTEPOUS LETAPEPOVIAV
€V MopnN npos 1o IEpO PApa. Tnv gpunveia auth otnpizel o
penetnths oto Keiuevo s AlaBnkns tou Kupiou (Testamentum
Domini), weudeniypapou €pyou niBavév tou 5% aidva, oto
onoio, petaty twv dndwy, nepinapBdavovtar kal odnyies oxe-
UKA pe  01ataén twv S1aQOpwWV TUNPATWY TV EKKANGCIWY,
KaBws Kal pE Uus AATPEUTKES MPAKTIKES TNS EMNOXNS. LUUPWVA
UE TO Napandvw Keipevo, to diakovikd npénel va Ppioketal

through a dibelon, i.e. a double opening formed by a col-
umn set between the outer wall of side aisle and the col-
onnade between them and the nave. The base, shaft, and
Corinthian capital survive from the column of the dibelon in
the north wing, while only the transept stylobate survives
from the south wing. Finally, both wings of the transept
could be directly and independently accessed from outside
the church though an opening in their east wall probably
related to their use, as we shall see below. Their floors has a
paving of small, irregular polychrome marble tesserae (opus
segmentatum), except for the northern part of the north
wing, which as noted above was paved with large marble
slabs and delimited by a slightly-elevated level to form a
separate chamber. There was also a corresponding small
chamber fenced off by slabs with grooves for the anchoring
of closure slabs in the southwest section of the south wing,
which as was noted above was originally interpreted as a
small pastophorion-sacristy. More extensive reference will be
made to both these chambers below.

To yni6w1d 6d-
nedo tou vdpOnka

The mosaic

pavement of the
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To BA npdoktioua

The NE annex
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6€€16 s 6eias e106bou Tou vaou. H dnoyn auth, n onoia
akondouBeital kal og petayevéotepn PBipnioypapia, e pnopei
niéov va yivel anodekth pe PePaidtnta, apou dnws nNPokU-
ntel anod vedtepa apxaiofoyikd dedopéva, annd kal and v
EPUNVEIT TV KEIPEVWY, OUTE N Bon oUTE N xphon twv diape-
plopdtwy nou BewphBnkav ws diakovikd eival kaBopiopévn.
To i610 1oxUel kal yia ta unéAoina NPooKtiopata twv nafai-
oxplotiavikav Bacifikay, twv onoiwv kal n 6éon kal o apib-
p6s and pvnpeio o€ pvnpeio noikidAouv. AyvwoTtos oUvENWS
Napapével 0 MPoopIopos 1ou PopeloduTKOU NPOCKTIoUATOS
s Baoidikns (IV), cuvodikoU pnkous 10,75pu. kal nAdtous
3,5U., T0 onoio anoteneital and dUo ouvexdpeves aiBouoes.
H 6uukn, 1conAats pe to vapBnka, enikovwvel ap’ evés e
autév Kal agp’ €t€pou pe tnv avatonikh aiBouoa, n onoia b€
b1a6¢tel aAnn gicodo. To 6anedo kal wwv dUo ailBoucwv ival
OTPWUEVO e Tetpdywves NNAIveS NAAKES.

Ano 10 vapbnka eioépxetal kaveis otov kupiws vad (V), xwpl-
opévo oe tpia kAitn, Jéow KIOVOOTOIXIWV and €€ Kioves, ol onoiol
¢Baivav oe eNappd uywuévo otufofdt. Anod tous otunofdres,
ol onofol NpoxwpeoUv kal ota dUo NepUyId Tou eykapaiou KAi-
T0Us, éxel owBel kanUtepa o Pdpeios, drou kail diaowzovial ol
IwVIKES BACEIS Twv KIGVWY MoU XWpizav ta KAN, v o votios
eival teeiws kateotpappévos. To anedo tou Kevipikou KAtous
épepe noAutedn diakdopnon and papudpobétnua, UIKpS pé-
pOs Tou ornoiou gixe anokanu@Bei oto avatoAiko TAPA ToU Katd

The architectural type of basilica D is very closely related
to that of basilica A, although is considered to precede it
chronologically. Shared architectural characteristics include
the projecting transept, the type of annexes north and
south of the narthex, the formation of the bema, and the
radially-deployed buttresses around the apse. The dating
of basilica D to the first half of the 6th century is primar-
ily based on the type of its architectural sculptures as well
as on the mosaic pavements preserved in the narthex and
southwest annex. The completion of excavation and sys-
tematic study of its sculptural decoration will definitely as-
sist in drawing more exact conclusions concerning its erec-
tion, since no epigraphic or other historical evidence exist.

levikh dnoyn tns
Baoinikns A and
agpos

General aerial view
of basilica D

39



Anotunwon twv
papuapodetnyd-
twv tns BaciAikns

(A. OpAdvdos
1959)

Drawing of the
opus sectile floors
in the basilica (A.
Orlandos 1959)
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v avaokagn tou OpAdvoou. And tus NAGKES TOU, TETPAYWVES,
opBoywvies, TPIYWVIKES Kal pouBOoxnues, nou oxnpduzav Oi-
Apopes ouvBEoels owBNKav pévo anotunMaTd, T onoia Kal
oxedidiobnkav and tov avackagéa. To unddoino ddanedo tou
KevipikoU KNitous eival KATEoTPAUPEVO, UE CUVENEID va UNV Uno-
pei va npoadiopioBei n B¢on tou duPwva, TEpdxio and nepuyio
s KAipakas tou onoiou Bpébnke katd v idia avaokaen. Zta
6Uo nAdyia kAitn 1o 6dnedo eival kanuppévo and akavovioto
nolkiNdXpwpo pappapoBEtnya (opus segmentatum).

Avatodikd tou kevipikoU kitous Ppioketal -unepuywuévo
Katd 0,25u.- 1o 1€pd Prpa tou vaou (VI), to 6anedo tou onoi-
ou kadunwtav pe noAUxpwuo pappapobétnua, avanoyo
€KEIVOU TOU KevTpIKoU KAITous. Z10 KEVTIPO MeEPINou tou IEpou
Bhpatos owzetal n nAdka-pdon s ayias tpdnezas, pye SUo
TETPAYWVES EYKOMES, anod US TEOOEPIS N MEVIE OUS OMnoies htav
naktwpéva ta ompiypata s kaduntpias nAdkas ns 1pd-
nezas. ExatépwBev s ayias tpdnezas, napdiinAa pe tous
ownofBdtes Bpiokovtal ta kuotd Babuidbwtd BéBpa ota onoia
k&Bovtav ol IEPEIS Kal ol Katmepol kKANpIKof katd tn didpkela
s Beias Asitoupyias. To pnkos tous eBAvel ta 3,54. épepav
enévduon and Aentés pappdpives NAGKES, TUAPATA TwV onoi-
wv €xouv diatnpnBei. X1o danedo s ayidas, 10 onoio Ppi-

he mosaic decoration of the pavements in basilica D was

confined to the narthex, the southwest apsidal annex
(also known as the diakonikon), and probably, the atrium
porticoes. From these, only the mosaics on the pavements
of the eastern part of the southwest annex and in the
narthex (center, northeast corner primarily) are preserved.
The mosaic in the southwest annex'’s rectangular section is
decorated by geometric and fish-scale ornaments, while a
large circle formed by polychrome rays occupied its apse.
Peacocks, whirls, rinceaus and various geometric orna-
ments asymmetrically arranged are depicted around its pe-
riphery. This is an original composition not found in other
works executed by the Nicopolis mosaic workshop known
to have been active throughout the province of Old Epirus
and characterized by its high artistic quality and variety of
motifs.
The mosaicists of basilica D also showed innovation in
another composition. In the center of the narthex’s floor
between geometric motifs consisting of interlacing circles,
they set a beautiful wreath of colorful flowers and fruits
held together by a winding band. This was a very common
decorative motif in sculpture, but rare in the decoration of
mosaic pavements. The composition in front of the “royal
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Mosaic
pavements

Aemtouépeia tou
papuapoBestiua-
105 010 VOTIO KAITOS
ToU KUpiws vaou

Detail of the opus
segmentatum in
the south aisle of
the naos




Kdtown Bépeiou
napaBnparos pe tn
Bdon tou kiova tou

81Bnnou

Plan of the north
parabema showing
the column base of
the dibelon

oketal oe uPnAoTEPO eninedo and ekeivo Tou IEpol PAPATOS
Kar érnou gixe Béon 1o ouvBpovo e 1o Bpdvo Tou eniokénovu,
n npéoPaon yivétav péow euBuypaupns kaipakas, pRKous
3,30p., ano v onoia Bpébnkav SUo Babuides, enevbedupé-
VES KAl QUTES PE APUAPIVES MAAKES.

To 1ep06 Prpa enikolvwvei Kal and us 6Uo NAgUPES TOU e Ta Mte-
pUyIa tou eykapoiou kAitous, 1o Bépeio (Vila) kai to véuo (VIIR),
and ta onoia Xwpizetal Pe Evav Kiova, CUVEXEID TwV KIOVOOTOIXI-
WV avapeoa oto Kevipikod Kal ta nAdyia kAitn. H npdofaon and
ta nAdyia kAt ota duo ntepuyia yivotav péow dipnAou, dinAou
onAadn avoiyuatos nou oxnpatizetal and kiova tonoBetnuévo
HETAEU eCwtepikoU toixou twv NAdyIwy KAV Kal KIOVOoToIXias
HETAEU auTV Kal Tou Kevipikou kAitous. And tov Kiova tou O
Bniou tou Bodpeiou mtepuyiou €xouv owbei n Baon, o Kopuds,
KaBws Kail 1o KopIvBIakd KIovOKPavo Tou, eV aviiBeta oto vOTo
ntepUyI0 owzetal Povo o eykdpaoios otudofdtns. TéAos, Kar ta
bUo ntepUlyia Tou eykdpoiou kAitous Siabétouv Gueon Kar ave-
Edptntn npooPaon and 1o eEwtePIKd ToU vaou, Péow avolypa-
T0S MOU PEPOUV OTOV AvaToNiKO TOUS TOIXO Kal TO oroio nibavov
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door” is also interesting. It is composed of five continu-
ous panels, of which the two side panels are decorated by
complex meanders, while in the three middle ones facing
birds were depicted on either side of a flower, one of the
most popular motifs in Early Christian art, with a symbolic
character.

pus sectile, compositions of thin, polychrome marble

slabs of irregular, rectangular, or lozenge shape, which
covered the floors of churches as well as of secular public
and private buildings, was the costliest and most luxurious
means of floor paving in Early Christian times. Of the beau-
tiful, varicolored opus sectile that decorated the floor in the
nave of basilica D only a very small number have survived,
confined to its eastern section, while simply their impres-
sions are preserved in the bema. The surviving evidence,
however, allows the reconstruction of the pavement deco-
ration as consisting of panels which were either entirely
covered by lozenges or formed of rectangular plaques sur-
rounded by a frame of lozenges, or created more complex
compositions with octagons.

NEMToUEPEIa UapUapoBbETALATos Tou KeVIpIkoU KNitous

Detail of the opus sectile in the nave

Opus
sectile
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OXelizetal Kal e T xphon tous, 6nws Ba doupe napakdww. To
06daned Tous eival CTPWPEVO e aKavOVIoTeS MONUXPWWES HIKPES
papudpives Yn@ides (opus segmentatum), ektds and POPEIo TUN-
a tou Bdpelou Ntepuyiou, 10 onoio, dnws éxel avapepBei, htav
OTPWWEVO e peyanes papudpives NAGKes kal oploBetnpévo and
enaPpd uywpevn Babpida, aote va oxnuatizel XwpIoto dlauEpl-
opa. Avtiotoixo PIkpd SlapépIopa NepIPPAyUEVO pe NAGKES Nou
€pepav eykones yia naktwon Bwpakiwv undpxel enfons, oto
vOToOUTIKG TUNpa tou vOToU MTEPUYioU, TO ornoio, énws Nén
avaQéPBNKe, EpUNVEUBNKE apXIKA WS PIKPG NACTOPOPIO-OKEUO-
oundkio. Kar yia ta duo autd diapepiopata Ba yivel extevéotepn
avagopd NapaKatw.
O apxitektovikés tUnos s Baoidikns A napouocidzel peydnn
ouyyévela e ekeivov ts Baacifikns A, and tnv onoia Bewpeital
npwipdtepn. Kové apXItektovikd Xapaknplotukd Kal ous 6Uo
eival 10 e&éxov eykdpolo KATos, 0 TWUNOs WV NPOCKUCUATWY
Bopeia kal votua tou vapBnka, n Siaudppwon tou iEpou Phpa-
T0S Kal Ol aKUvVWTd diatetaypéves -yUpw and t ayida- avinpi-
0es. H xpovonodynon wns Baoidikhs A oto NpdTO YIod ou 6%
aicva Paoizetal Kupiws otov WNOo TwV APXITEKTOVIKWY YAUNTWOV
Aemopépeia s, kKaBws kal ota Yneidwtd daneda nou éxouv Slaowbel oto
To%gg?égi}”;gg vépBnka kar oto votuodutkd npdokuopa. H ofokAhpwon s
SiaKovIKoU avaokagns Kal N cuotnPatkn pefémn tou yauntou diakdopou
s Ba PonBhoel onwodhnote otn cuvaywyn akpIBEotepwy

Detailofthe 51 me600ATWY WS MPOS TO XPOVO AVEYEQDNS NS, EPOTOV BEV

mosaic pavement

in the diakonikon gival yvwotd enypaikd h aNAa 10TopIkd OTOIXEld.

Excavations in basilica D, primarily during the first period Sculptures
(1956-1961) and secondarily during the more recent
one (1999-2005) brought to light a good great number
of interesting sculptured architectural members, some of
which are on display in a specially-designed area south of
the basilica, while others have been moved for exhibit in
the new Archaeological Museum of Nicopolis. A special
place among these pieces is reserved for the column capi-
tals, most of which were found during the first excavation To ynpibwtd

! . o o . 6dnedo tou diako-
period. It is characteristic that while in basilicas A and B VIKoU
the column capitals were of various types (some reused), .
those of basilica D present a typological homogeneity. They The mosaic

. . . . . K pavement in the

are all Corinthian capitals of a simple type, with the typi- diakonikon
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Kdroyn tns
Baoinikns A pe tn
Siakéounon twv
6anédwv tns

Plan of basilica
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Aentoyuépeia

T0U WnQIdwIoU
danédou oto vdp-
6nka. To KevIpIKO
otepavi

Detail of the
mosaic pavement
in the narthex.

The central wreath

Aentopépeia tns
wneidwirs ouvOe-
ons pynpootd and
tn Baoideio ndnn

Detail of the
mosaic in front of
the royal door

47



Wneidbwtd
danebda

Aentouépeia

oU Ynidwrtou
éanédou oto vdp-
Onka. H ouvBeon
ynpootd and tn
Baoifeio nunn

Detail of the
mosaic pavement
in the narthex. The
composition in
front of the royal
door
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wne1dw1ds didkoopos wwv danedwv s Baaifikns A htav

NePIOPIOPEVOS OT0 vApBNnKa, oto vOuoduTKO ayidwiod
NPOOKTUOUA, Yvwaotd Kal ws “'diakovikd’’, kal niBavotata ous
ot10¢s tou aiBpiou. And autd €xouv dlacwBel pévo ta ynol-
dw1td oto 6anedo tou avatoAikoU THAPATOS ToU VOTodUTKOU
npooktopatos, kKaBws kal oto vapBnka, oto pyeco tou dané-
bou kar otn Bopeloavatoikh Kupiws ywvid. To ynpidwtd tou
votuodutkoU NPooKUopatos Koopeital oto opBoymvio Tun-
Ha Tou and YEWPETPIKA Kal poMidwTtd ox€dia, eV TOV XWPO
s ayidas katanapPaver peydnos KUKAOS NMou oxnpatizetal
and noAUxpwes aktives. NTUpw and tnv NepIPEPEIG TOU Na-
piotadvovtal nayvia, nupootpdfinol, euidogopol kAddol
Kar S16Qopa YEWUETPIKA KOoPhuata, aoUpuetpa Siatetayué-
va. Mpoékertal yia npwtdtunn cuvBeon nou dev anavidtal oE
anda €pya tou gpyactnpiou ts NikdénoAns, 10 onoio 6nNws
eival yvwotod, dpactnplonoleital o oNdkANpN Ty enapxia s
Mafaids Hneipou kal xapaktnpizetar and uynAdn kadAitexvikn
noldtnta kai noikinia Bepdtwy.
O1 yneoBétes tns Baaiikns A npwtotunolv enions Kai o€ yia
aAnn ouvBeon. 1o kévipo tou dbanédou tou vapbnka, avd-

ot | {of e
T
L I

cal lyre-shaped motif below the standardized flower of the
abacus (type VI, in Kautzsch’s classification) with minor
variants as regards the means by which the corners of the
abacus are supported. At least five of these survive intact or
nearly so, and most of them were found in the north part
of the church. Apparently they belonged to the colonnade
between the north aisle and the nave, as well as to the col-
umn that formed the dibelon between the north aisle and
the corresponding transept wing (see above).

Other notable examples of sculpture include the closure
slabs, which belong to two main types: marble with perfo-
rated decoration and stone of a simpler artistry with relief
crosses, in addition to a very few closure slab fragments
decorated with lozenges. From the first group, parts of the
frames with relief decoration of rinceau and a Lesbian cyma
survive, while only fragments of their fragile inner perfo-
rated decoration are preserved. The presence of closure
slabs of this type in basilica D is noteworthy, given that
these were costly marble sculptures found in the empire’s
major artistic centers such as Constantinople and Ravenna.




Mappapo-
Bethpata

KopivBiaké
KIOVOKpavo

Corinthian column
capital
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HEOA OTa YEWUETPIKG potBa and diatepvoue-
vous kUknous, tonoBetolv éva wpaio otepdvi
and nonNUxpwua dvon kar Kaprnous ta onoia
ouykpatel edloodpevn taivia. Mpodkeitar yia éva
diakoopnukd Bépa ouxvotato otn yAunukn, =
andé ondavio otn diakéounon Yneidwiwy oa-
nédwv. Evbiapépouoa enions €ival n ouvBeon
pnpootd and tn Paocideio nuAn. Anotedeital
and névie ouvexdpeva didxwpa, and ta onoia
ta 6Uo nAdyla Koopouvtal Pe oUvBeTous pal-
AvOpous, v ota Tpia KEVIPIKA aneikovizovial
aviwnd ntnvd ekatépwbev avBous, €va and ta j
npoo@inéotepa Bépata s NaaloXpIoUAvIKAS
xvns pe oupPonikd xapaktnpa.

To pappapoBethuata (opus sectile), ol ouvOé-

oels dSnAadn anod Aentés, NoNUXpwWHES PapPApIves NAAKES,
akavoviotes, opBoymvies N pouPooxnpes, nou kaAunmav T
bd&neda vawv aNAd kal KOoUIKWV-OnPGoIwy Kal I8ITKOY KTtn-
piwv- anoteAoUoe KAtd v NAaIoXpIoTAVIKA EMOXN TOV aKPI-
Botepo kal noAutenéatepo tpdno eniotpwons danédwv. Anod
10 wpaia NoIKINGXpWUA HOPHAPOBETNATA NMOU KOOPOUOaV 10
bd&nedo tou KevipikoU KAtous Tou Kupiws vaou s BaciAikns
A owBnkav eAGXIOTa, NEPIOPICUEVA OTO avatodikd TUAUA Tou,
€V 010 1EPO Pripa diatnphBnkav gévo ta anotwnmpatd Tous.
Ta evanopeivavia otoixeia, wotdoo, eNEPEPAV TNV avaouv-
Beon s diakdopunons tou dangdou and didixwpa ta onoia
eite kanuntovtal o€ 6An v enipdveld tous and poppous, ite
oxnpatizovtal and opBoywvies NAdkes nou nepiBannovial pe
nAaiolo and poppous, N akéun dnpioupyolv NePINNOKOTERES
OUVBEOEIS pE OKTAywva.

In Greece, only a few examples of such slabs are known.
At Nicopolis in addition to basilica D, they are also found
in basilica B. They were definitely imported, in contrast to
closure slabs of the second type, which are made from lo-
cal sandstone and are attributable to local workshops. This
type, in simpler or more complex variants, was very wide-
spread throughout the Early Christian world. The closure
slabs of basilica D belong to the simpler type, with decora-
tion confined to relief crosses with expanding ends carved
on the central surface; they are either double-sided or had
a roughly-dressed back side.

From the remaining architectural sculptures of basilica D
that can be classified in groups, we may mention the mul-
lions, normally of a simple form with adherent base and
capital, the piers also of simple type with moulding frames,
and column shafts, again without any particular distin-
guishing features. The shafts of most of the mullions are
also of simple form, though there are also twisted colo-
nettes. Finally, a few examples of impost blocks and pilas-
ter-capitals, as well as a cornice fragment are found. All
carry decoration consisting of relief acanthus leaves, with-
out any special distinguishing features.

What is worth noting here is that all of basilica D's sculp-
tures are original and not older ones in reuse, as it happens
on other basilicas in Nicopolis, above all basilica B. Most
of its sculptural types are simple and common, and found
in other basilicas in the city. An exception is the column
capitals. In contrast to basilica A and basilica B, where lonic
column capitals are primarily employed, on basilica D this
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To pappapobéin-
1A TOU KEVIPIKOU
KAitous, oxedlaotikn
anotunwon

The opus sectile in the
nave, drawing



MMunta

Tuhuata eowrte-
pIkoU Slakéopou
Sidipntwv
Bwpakiwv

Fragments of the
interior decoration
of perforated
closure slabs
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O| avaoka@és s PBaoiAikhs A, Kupiws Katd v npwn
nepiodo (1956-1961) kal Aiydtepo Katd v npdoPatn
(1999-2005), ¢pepav o010 Pws APKeTd evdlapépovia yAuntd
apXITEKTOVIKG PéAN, oplopéva and ta onoia eival ekteBeipéva
0€ XWPO €161KA dlapopPwpévo ota vota tns Baciikns, v
anda éxouv petapepBei kal extiBevtal oto véo Apxaiodoyiko
Mouageio tns Nikénonns. iaitepn Béon avapeod tous Katé-
XOUV Ta KIovoKpava, o peyanUtepos apiBuds twv onoiwy Bpé-
Onke KAtd NV NPOIN avaokagikh nepiodo. Xapaktnpioukd
eival 06U evd ous Baoidikés A kar B ta kiovékpava eivar dia-
(QOPEUKM®V WNwv, opiopéva pdniota kar og dedtepn xphon,
autd ns BaoiAikns A Napouacidzouv TUnoAoyIkN OUOIOYEVEID.
Eivar 6Aa kopivBiakd andou tinou, e To Xapaktnplotké Au-
pdoxnuo potifo kdtw and to oxnuatonoinuévo dveos tou
dPBaka (tunos VI, katd tnv katdracn tou Kautzsch), pe ena-
Qpés napandayés ws nNpos Tov TPOMno otNPIENS TwV YWVIDV
tou dBaka. Mévie toundxiotov and autd owzovial aképala h
oxebOv aKéPaIa Kal Ta NEPIoOOTEPA €xouV PPeBei oto PopEIo
TUAPA Tou vaou. AvAKav npopavds otny KIOVooToIxia Peta-
€U Popeiou Kar kKevipikoU KAitous, KaBs kal otov kiova nou
oxnpduze 1o 6ifnAo peta&u Popeiou kAitous kal avtiotoixou
gykapalou nepuyiou (BA. napandvw).

Anfo a§onoyo deiypa yAuntwyv anotedolv ta Bwpdkia ta
onoia avAkouv Kupiws oe 6Uo tinous: ta papudpiva pe ol-
atpnto didkoopo kal ta AiBiva, anAoUotepns téxvns Pe avd-

type is entirely absent. As was noted above, all of basilica
D’s column capitals are Corinthian, and were probably spe-
cially-commissioned for the church. The same may be said
of its perforated closure slabs. Another imported sculpture
is the luxury marble sarcophagus found during the 2000
excavations, and of which more will be said below.

he particularly interesting feature presented by basilica

D and that which distinguishes it from the other basili-
cas of Nicopolis is its funerary character. This feature had
not been identified before the supplementary excavation,
despite the fact that the church lays outside the walls, a
location that characterizes funerary churches in Early Chris-
tian times. Perhaps this was because apart from a funerary
inscription found in 1956, no further relevant evidence had
been uncovered. The 1999 excavation revealed the hith-
erto-unexcavated floor of the north wing of the transept,
which as was noted above presented a notable configura-

MAaioia didipntwv
Bwpakiwv

Frames of
perforated closure
slabs

The
funerary
character
of the
basilica
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yAu@ous otaupous, evi eAdxiota €ival ta tuNpata Bwpakiwv
pe Siakdounon pouPwyv. Anod ta Npma €xouv owbei Tuhpata
andé ta nAaioia pe avaydupo efikoeidn puafopopo BAAcTO
Kal Néoflo Kupduo, evd and tov eUBPAUCTO ECWTEPIKS TOUS
bidtpnto didkoapo éxouv diatnpnBei pdvo onapdyuata. H na-
pouaia twv Bwpakiwv Tou Wnou autol ot Bacidikh A eival
agoonueiwtn, dedopévou OT NPOKEITal yia MonAuTe-
An papudpiva yauntd, ta onoia ouva-
viovtal og peydnda kaAAitexvikd Kevipa
s autokpatopias, énws n Kwvotavu-
vounonn kai n PaBévva. Xtov eNAadikéd
XWpPo eivarl yvwotd Aiya deiypatd tous,
ot de Nikononn, ektds s BaciAikns
A, anavtouv enions ot BaciAikh B.
OnwobNnote NPOKEITal yid EloNyUE-
vo uniké o avtiBeon pe ta Bwpdkia
tou GeUtepou tinou, ta onoia &ival
Kataokeuaopéva and yapuoniBo s
nepIoxNs kal npénel va anodobouv oe
onikd gpyacthpia. O Wnos tous, Je
andouotepes N ouvBetOTEPEs napan-
Adayés, eival euputata Oladedopévos
oe oddékAnpo tov Nanaloxpiouaviko
koopo. Ta Bwpdkia s Bacidikhs A
avhkouv otov andoUotepo tino, HE
blakéounon nou neplopizetal og avaydu@ous otaupous HeE
nenAatuopéves Kepaies nou Aagevovtal oty KevipikA enipd-
VEIQ TOUS Kal gival eite augiyAunta, eite pe adpd Katepyaopé-
vn v Niow NAgupad Tous.
And ta undéioina apxitektovikd yAuntd s BaoiAikns A nou
PNopoUPE va KatatdEoupe o€ OPAdES avapEPOUE TOUS ap-
QIkioves ol onofol ival ouvhBws anAns PHopeNs, Pe CUPPUN
Bdon kar KIovOKpavo, Tous neaaiokous, enions andou tinou
pe avéydupa kupatogidh nAaioia Kal Tous Koppous KIOGVwY,
enions xwpis 161aitepa xapakmpioukd. Andns popens eival
€€dnnou Kal ol KOPHOI TwV NePICTOTEPWVY KIOVIOKWY, evid dev
Aeinouv kal o1 otpentof Kioviokol. TéAos, éxouv anokanu@Bei
endxiota Geiypata and eniBhpata kal enfkpava, kabws kal éva
anéwinpa yeioou. Ona @épouv diakdounon and avaynupa
ouAna dkavBas, xwpis va napouacidzouv kanola 101atepotnTa.
Auté nou aizel va onpeiwBei gival 6u 6Aa ta yAuntd s
Baoidikns A eival npwtotuna kar 6xi nanaidtepa oe deUtepn
xphon, énws napatnpeital oe dfnes BaoiAikés tns Nikénonins
kal kupiws otn Baoidikh B. O tinol twv nepioodtepwy yau-
ntwv s gival andof kal Kool kal cuvavidvial kal ous an-

tion: while the floor of this chamber, like that of the cor-
responding south wing, is paved with a simple irregular
opus segmentatum, its north section, over its entire length
and to a width of 1.60 meters, was covered with white
marble slabs and set off by a slightly-elevated platform
which probably supported closure slabs of porous or
coarse-grained white marble carrying relief crosses on
both faces, many pieces of which were found in the ex-
cavation fill. This enclosed space was in all likelihood
decorated with wall paintings, as we may conclude
from the remains of plaster with traces of red color
preserved on the inner face of the north wall, and di-
rectly accessible from outside the church through an
entrance (width 1.30 m.) in the east wall of the wing.
While the reason for these entrances in the east walls

of Early Christian basilicas is not always clear, in this
case it is probably related to the specific character of
this small separate space, which as was subsequently
shown was devoted to some form of special worship.

In fact, excavation of the area beneath the marble
floor slabs brought to light a luxury marble sarcoph-
agus in its western section and a very well-tended

cist grave in its eastern section. The sarcophagus,
which is now on display in the Archaeological Museum of
Nicopolis, is of Proconnesian marble, white with blue vein-
ing, and is preserved in excellent condition. Its trough has
the shape of a rectangular cist and is decorated on its long
sides with relief Christograms (Chi-rhos) in a laurel wreath
between two Latin crosses, with expanding ends. Similar
crosses also adorn the center of the chest’s narrow sides.
The lid of the sarcophagus is gabled, with acroteria at its
four corners, and at the center of both sides there are discs
carved in low relief with inscribed crosses of the same type.
The form of the sarcophagus and the material from which
it is made, as well as the exceptional artistic quality of its
decoration recall workshops in Constantinople, where we

Auikiovas

Mullion

EniBnua pe avd-
yAuQo otaupo

Impost block with
relief cross
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Aes BaoiAikés s noAns. E€aipeon anoteAouv ta Kiovokpava.
Ze avtiBeon pe tn Paoidikn A kar tn Baoidikh B, ous onoies
€xouv xpnalponoinBei kupiws 1wvikd Kiovokpava, 6w o -
nos autds anouaidzel navienws. Onws hon avapépBnke, 6Aa
1a Kiovokpava s Baoifikns A gival kopivBiakoU tinou Kal
anoteAoUv niBavoév npoidvia eidikns napayyenias yia 1o vao.
To iblo pnopsi va NexBei kal yia ta didtpnta Bwpdkia. Mpoidv
enions eloaywyns anotenel n papudpivn noAuteNns capko-
@dyos nou Ppébnke katd v avaokaen tou 2000 Kal yia tnv
onoia Ba yivel Adyos Nnapakdtw.

0 161aitepa evOIaPEPOV XAPAKTINPICUKO MOU MAPOUCIGzEl N

Baoidikn A kai o onoio t diapoponoiel and us undAoInes
Baaoifikés s Nikononns, ival 0 KOIUNTNPIAKSS NS XAPAKTAPJS.
H 1616ttd s auth dev eixe enionpavBel npiv and v ocupnin-
PWUATIKA avaokagn, napd 1o yeyovos Ou Bpioketal eKtos Twv
TEIX@V -B€0N NOU XAPAKINPIZEN TOUS KOIUNTNPIAKOUS vaoUs Katd
v nadaloxpiotavikn nepiodo- iows eneidn extds and pia eni-
wWpla eniypagn nou Ppébnke 10 1956 dev eixe anokalu@Bei
kavéva eninAéov oxeukod otoixeio. Me v avaokaen tou 1999
anokaAUEBNKe 10 dokago £ws Ot 6Anedo tou Popeiou Mie-
puyiou tou eykdpaiou KAtous To onoio, 6nws NON avapEéPONKE,
napouaidzel afloonueiwn diapdpewon. Evid dSniadn, to ddne-
60 tou dlapepiopatos autou, dnws Kal ToU avtiotoixou vOTou
ntepuyiou, €ival otpwuévo pe anid akavovioto pappapobémpua
(opus segmentatum), 10 BOpEIO TUNUA Tou, o€ Mo TOU TO PAKOS
kar oe nAgtos 1,60p., kaAuntotav pe AukEs papudpives NAd-

know that similar sarcophagi were produced throughout
the 5th and 6th centuries. They were exported to various
regions in the Mediterranean, and at the same time served
as models for the production of similar products by local
workshops. Their simple decoration of crosses and Christo-
grams (Chi-rhos) has a purely soteriological symbolism, as
was appropriate for objects with a funerary purpose, and
they were used above all for the burials of eminent persons.
In addition to the porphyry sarcophagi destined exclusively
for members of the imperial family, other sarcophagi of
this type, made of white or colored marble, were used for
the burial of aristocrats and members of the church hier-
archy. Thus, the luxury sarcophagus apparently imported
to Nicopolis from Constantinople and which to the best of
this author’s knowledge is the only example of a sarcopha-
gus of this artistic quality known to date in Greece, must
have contained the remains of a distinguished deceased
individual, whose skeleton was found eroded and missing
its skull. An obvious contributing factor to this erosion was
bracken, a plant which flourishes in Nicopolis and seeds of
which had made their way into the sarcophagus, resulting
in plant roots which wrapped the entire skeleton. Unfortu-
nately no inscription or any other evidence indicating the
deceased’s identity has survived. However, the privileged
location of the burial next to the bema and the use of the
luxury sarcophagus suggest that perhaps the deceased was
a martyr to whom the basilica may have been dedicated.

H uapudpivn
oapko@dyos tou
Bdperou napabn-
paros

The marble
sarcophagus
from the north
parabema
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58

kes Kal dlaxwpizétav pe efdagppd upwpévn Babuida, nou othpize
nmBavws Bwpdkia, noAAd tepdxia twv onoiwv, and nwpoddiBo
" xovOpOKoKKo AEUKd Pdppapo Kal avayAugous otaupous ots
bUo dyels tous, Ppébnkav avapeoa ous enixwoels. O nepippay-
pévos autds XwPos Ntav MiBavotata KOoUNPEVOS HE TOIXOYPa-
Qies, 6nNws npokuntel and 1 UNOAEiJPATa KOVIGPATOS WE fxvn
KOKKIVOU XpMPaTtos nou Siatnpolvial otny e0wTePIKN NapEld

Additional support for this hypothesis is the presence of a
tomb east of the sarcophagus, which may be interpreted
as a burial ad sanctum, i.e. beside a martyr’'s tomb. This last
tomb is also of costly construction. It is a built cist grave,
with a revetment of marble slabs, a stone ramp-cushion for
the head of the deceased on its west end, and its bottom
is covered with stone slabs. It was apparently constructed
after the sarcophagus was installed, as the wall masonry on
its west side reveals, and it contained the relics of at least
six people, some of them transferred.

With the new evidence that came to light, it also became
necessary to excavate the small chamber at the southwest
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H papudpivn
oapkoQdyos tou
Bdpeiou napabn-
paros. To 8dpvivo
OTEQAVI HE TO
Xpioua

The marble
sarcophagus
from the north
parabema. The
laurel wreath with
Christogram

H oapkogdyos tou
Bdpeiou napabn-
partos, oxedlaotikn
anotnwon
pakpds nAgupds

The sarcophagus
from the north
parabema,
drawing of the
long side
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Tou Bopelou toixou, kal Ntav enions npooneAdcipyos an’ eubei-
as ano 10 CWTEPIKO ToU vaou, péow €l06dou, nAdtous 1,30u.
Mou avoiyetal otov avatoniko Toixo tou Bopeiou ntepuyiou. Av
kal o Adyos tns napouaias 1060wV otous avatonikoUs ToiXxous
wv nadaioxpiouavikav Baoidikwv Oev ival ndvia cagns, otnv
nepintwon auth oxetizetal niBavétata pe v 101aItepdTNTa Tou
HIKpoU autoU xwplotoU Slapepiopatos, 10 onoio, Onws ano-
OeixBnke ot ouvéxeld, NTaV aAPIEPWEEVO OE kdnola 101aitepn
Aatpeia. Mpdaypau, n avaokagikn OlEpeUvNon TOU XMPOU KATwW
and us papudpives NAGKES EPepe OTo Ppws PApUdpivn noAutenn
oapko@dyo oto SuTKO TWAPA Tou Kail KIBwudoxnpo, 101aitepa
PpovUopévo, 1o oto avatonikéd tou. H oapkopdyos, n onoia
onpepa extiBetar oto Apxaionoyikd Mouoegio Nikonodns, ival
KaTaokeuaopévn and npokovnolakd péppapo, AEUKO pE Ku-
avés pAePwoers, kal diatnpeital oe dpiotn katdotaon. H Bnkn
s €ival KIBWTOOoXNUN Kal KOOUEITal ous pakpés MAEUPES NS e
avayAupa Xpiotoypdupata péoa os OApvivo
otepdvi avéueoa oe duo AauvikoUus otau-
pOUSs pe NeNACTUOPEVA Ta GKPA TWV KEPAIDV
Tous. Avdioyol otaupoi KOoUoUV Kal T JECO
v otevav NAsupwv s. To kaAuppa s
oapko(Ayou eival ap@IKAIVES, PE aKpwTNPIa
OUS TEOOEPIS YWVIES TOU, KAl PEPEI OTO KEVIPO
twv 0Uo nieupwy tou biokous og xapnid
avayAu@o, 6nou gyypda@ovtal GUoIoU TUnou
otaupoi. H popphn ts ocapkopdyou andd
kal 1o uAikd and o onoio €ival KOTAOKEU-
aopévn, kabws Kal n eEQIPEUKN TéXvN TOU
B1aKGOPOU NS MAOPANEUNOUY O EpYacTnpIa
s Kwvotavuvounondns, ot onoia, Onws
gival yvwotd, KataokeuGzovial Napopoles
oapko@ayol kaB" éAn tn SiGpKeia Tou 50U
Kal Tou 6ou aiwva. E€ayovtal o didpopes
nepioxés s Meooyeiou, anfd napdinnia
anotedolv Npdtuna yid tnv napaywyn avt-
OToIXWV MPOIdvIwy and tonikd epyacthpia.
O Aitds didikoopos tous and otaupous Kal
Xplotoypdpuata éxel kaBapd owtnpionoyi-
K& oupponiopd -6nws apudzel dARwote os
QVUKElYEVA PE VEKPIKO MPOOPIOPO- KAl EXOUV
xpnaoipgonoinBei kat' e€oxnv yia v taen on-
paivoviwy npoownwy. EKtos and us oapko-
@ayous and nopeuPItn Nou npoopizoviav
anokAEIoUKd yIa Ta PEAN NS AUTOKPATOPI-
KNS OIKOyévelas, ol undAoInes Tou Wnou au-

O kiBwtidoxnpos tdgos tou Bépeiou napaBnuaros

The cist grave in the north parabema
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O kiBwudoxnpos
1dos tou VAtiou
napaBiuaros

The cist grave
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00U, ané Agukd N XPWHATOTO PAPUAPO, EXOUV XpnaluomnolnBef
yIa TNV TaQh NPOCWNWY NS APICTOKPATKAS TAENs aAld Kal tns
ekkANOIQOTUKNS IEpapxias. Zuvenms, N noAutenhs capkopayos
nou gionxBn ot NikénoAn npogavws and v Kwvotavuvou-
noAn kai n onoia anotenel, and oo ToUAAXIoToV YVwpPizw, 10
povadikd ws 1WPa Yvwotd napddelyua oapkoPdyou autis s
kanAitexvikhs noidtntas otnv EANdda, Gev pnopei napd va ne-
pleixe em@eavn vekpod, o okeAETdS Tou oroiou Ppébnke diaPpw-
pévos Kal xwpis Kpavio. It SIGPpwoNn CUVETENECE MPOPAVDS
n @tEpn, QUTO nou eudokipel otn NikénoAn Kal Tou ornoiou ol
onopol €ixav €loXwpnosl otn 0apKoPAayo, PE anotéfecpa ol
pizes Tou va éxouv nepituniel oNdkANPO tov oKeAETd. ATUXDS
bev blaomBnke eniypagn n onolodnnote AnNo otoixeio evoel-
KTKO yIa TNV Tautdtnta tou vekpoU. H npovopiakn Béon s ta-
@nhs Tou Opws dinfa oto 1epd Pripa kar n xphon s noAuteNoUs
oapKo(Ayou odnyouv otn okéwn Ot NPOKETaAl {ows yIa KAMoIo
paptupa otov onoiov Atav niBavov agiepwpévn kai n Bacifikn.

corner of the south wing of the transept, the “makeshift
pastophorion” according to Orlandos, which was discussed
above. This space (3.13x1.60m.), like that beneath which
the sarcophagus and cist grave were found, was bound-
ed by thin marble slabs, some of them reused. It also had
a barrier of closure slabs, as the notches in the center of
the slabs and the mortise to support a pier in its corner
indicate. Here too investigation revealed the presence of a
tomb beneath the floor. It was covered by four stone slabs
of irregular shape, atop which rested a transverse wall of
bricks (0.30 m. in width), probably to stabilize the founda-
tion of the small chamber’s floor. This was then covered
by opus segmentatum, like the rest of the floor in the south
wing. This tomb, though not luxurious like the previous

Ortdgoi tou votiou
napaBiuatos

The graves in the
south parabema
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Evioxutkd s undBeons auths ivar e€dndou n Unapén tdpou
avatoAiké s capkopayou, Yeyovos Nou Unopsi va eppunveudel
ws taeh ad sanctum, dniadn &inda oe 1o pdptupa. O tefeu-
tafos autds tagos, eival noAutedoUs enions Kataokeuhs. Kuotds
KIBwuodoxnuos, Qépel enévduon and Papudapives NAAKES, Npo-
okepdnalo oto dutkd GKPOo Tou kal 0 NuBEévas Tou eival oTpw-
pévos pe AiBives nAdkes. KataokeudoBnke mpopavds PEtd Ty
TonoBétnon s capKoPAyou, Onws PAVEPWVEI N TOIXOMOIid TS
dutknhs NAgupds ToU Kal NePIEixe 0otd TOUAAGXIOTOV €1 VEKPWY,
oplouéva anod ta onoia and avakopidn.

Me ta véa autd dedopéva nou NABav oto Pws NMPOEKUYPE N
avaykn avaokagikns SlEpeUvnons Kal Tou pikpoUu diapepiopa-
105 Mou Ppioketal otn vOTodUTIKA ywvid Tou voTou Niepuyiou
T0U eyKapaoiou KAitous, To «MPOXEIpoV NAcTtoPOPIoV», KAtd 1oV
OpAdvéo yia 1o onoio éyive Adyos napandvw. Kar o Xxwpos
autds, dlaotdoswy 3,13x1,60u., dnws Kal ekeivos KATw and
Tov onoiov PBplokdtav N oapkopdyos Kal o KIBwWUOoXNPOos T6-
Qos, oploBeteital and Aentés Papudpives NAGKES, LEPIKES and
us onoies eival o deutepn xpnon. Epepe enions, pdyua and
Bwpdkia, dNws PAVEPWVOUV Ol EYKONES OTO PECO TwV NAAKWY
Kal 0 toppos poAuBbdoxoias yia t othpiEn NECOIOKOU OTN yw-
via tou. H épeuva anokdnuye kal bW v Unapé&n téeou KAtw
ano 1o 6danedo. Hiav kaduppévos pe tooepis NiBives NAAKes
aKkavovioTou oxNPatos, endvw ous onoies €Raive eykdpalos
toixos and nAivBous, nAdtous 0,30p., MBavov yia va otepe-
wBel 10 undotpwpa ou danédou Tou ikpoU dlapEePioUaTos,
10 onojo otn ouvexela kKanUPBNKe Pe opus segmentatum, dNws
kal to unénoino ddnedo tou vétuou ntepuyiou. O TaPos Xwpis
va eival noAuteAns, 6Gnws o0 NPoNnyoUEVOs, €ival APKETE EMIPE-
Anpévns kataokeuns. Eival nAivBoKUoTos, KIBwUOoXNPos, Enl-
XPIOUEVOs pE Koviapa Kal to 6&nedo tou gival oTpwUévo pE nn-
Aives nAdkes. Mepieixe Agiyava ToUNEXIOTOV HEKAMEVTE VEKPWY,
onws pnopoupe va unoBéooupe and ta 10apiBua kpavia. Ta
00td htav tonoBetnpéva drakta, npodavws nodnd and ava-
KopIdn. Aev nepieixe Kepiopata, ektés and éva pikpd xankivo
kavonAl, eviedws dlanupévo. Ainda tou, oe andotaon 0,80y
npos Bopd Kal €Ew and ta 6PIa TOU «MPAOXEIPOU MNACTOPOPIoU»
anokanu@Bnke évas akoépn tagos, aueNéotepns OUws Kata-
okeuns. Eivar kal autés KIBwudoxnpos, Kal o nubpévas tou dev
P€pel eniotpwon. MNepigixe 0otd TPIMV TOUNEXIOTOV VEKPWY, T
onoia Ppébnkav evienws diatapaypéva, Adyw NS NwoNns oto
E0WTEPIKO TOU THAPATOS TOIXOMolias, Npo@avms and 1o OUTKd
T0iX0 TOU MTePUYiou.

H anokdAuyn twv tdpwy Kdtw kal and ta dUo nteplyia Tou
eykdpolou kAtous €pxetal va evioxUOEl TNV dnoyn Mou €xel

one, is of relatively careful construction. It is a brick cist
grave coated in plaster, and its bottom is paved with clay
tiles. It contained the remains of at least fifteen people, as
we may deduce from the number of skulls. The bones were
disordered, and apparently many had been removed and
transferred there. It had no grave goods apart from a small
bronze oil lamp, now wholly destroyed. Beside it, 0.80 me-
ters to the north and outside the limits of the “makeshift
pastophorion”, a second tomb was discovered, though of
less careful construction. It too is a cist grave, and its floor
had no covering. It contained the bones of at least three in-
dividuals; the bones were found completely disturbed due
to the collapse of part of the wall into the interior, appar-
ently from the wing’s west wall.

The discovery of the tombs beneath the two wings of the
transept lends support to the view already expressed here,
viz. that the corresponding chambers of Early Christian
basilicas were in many instances intended for the buri-
al of members of the upper classes or clergy, due to the
privileged location of the wings in direct proximity to the
bema. Specifically, the discovery of a tomb below the so-
called “makeshift pastophorion” (according to Orlandos) or
"Greek-type pastophorion” (according to Dimitrios Pallas)
leads us to a new approach to this issue on the basis of re-
cent archaeological evidence. According to Pallas’s theory,
the delimitation of small chambers in the eastern part of
some basilicas in Greece at a time subsequent to their erec-
tion was for the purpose of creating a special chamber for
storing sacred utensils (pastophorion) in accordance with
the model of Syrian basilicas. The later addition of these
chambers originated from the need to apply the provisions
in the text of the Apostolic Constitutions, according to which
the church had to have “pastophoria” on the east. However,
the discovery of tombs beneath the “Greek-type pastopho-
ria” and in basilicas other than basilica D in Nicopolis reveals
another use for these small chambers which were blocked
off by closure slabs. There is a characteristic analogous case
in the basilica at Mytikas in Aitoloakarnania, where a space
fenced off by closure slabs in the center of the north aisle of
the church also delimited the location of a tomb, apparently
a privileged one, which was probably an object of pilgrimage
as well. It is also very likely that the specially-designed spaces
in the two wings of basilica D's transept, which enclosed
privileged burials, also formed places of pilgrimage, especial-
ly when we consider that both were accessible via entrances
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non SiatunwBei, éu avtiotoixa diapepiopata nafaloxpiota-
VIK(OV Baoifikyv npoopizoviav o€ noAnés NeEPINTMOEIS yid
TAPIKN xpNon Kal paniota atdpwy anod Ta avatepd KOIVwVI-
K& otppata n tov kANpo, Adyw tns Npovouiakns Béons twv
ntepuyiwv og Apeon yerviaon pe 1o 1Ep6 Bhpa. Eidikdtepa, n
eUpeEoN TAPouU KATw and Asydpevo 'MPOXEIPo Nactopopio”’
katd tov OpAdvdo n ""mactopopio eNladikou tinou’” katd
tov Anpntplo MaAda pas odnyei otn véa Bewpnon tou znth-
patos, PAcer kal Twv NPdaPatwy apxalooyikwy 6edopévwy.
YUpgwva pe tn Bewpia tou Manda, n opioBétnon pikpwy OI-
auepIoPdTwy oto avatoniké Whpa oplopévwy BaciAKoy Tou
eANadIKoU XWPOoU og XpOVO LETAYEVESTEPO AMNd TNV AVEYEQON
ToUs, anookonouoe o dnpioupyia €idikoU Olapepiopatos
yla tn eUAGEN Twv 1EpWY OKEUWV (macto®opiou), cUPPwVa
HE T MPdTUNA TWV ouplak@y BaciAikwy. H ek twv UoTépwy
npooBnkn twv dlapepioudtwy autwy nponnBe and tnv avd-
YKN EQappoyns twv d1atd&ewv Tou KEIPEVOU Twv AnooTtonikwv
Aigtaywv, oUPQWVa PE TS onoies 0 vads NpeEnel va QpePEel NPOs
avatonds "nactopopia”. H avelpeon OPws TaQwY KAtw and
"eAnadikoU tinou nactopopia’’ kar o€ dAnes Baoinikés EKTOs
ano i Baoidikn A tns Nikénonns, anokaduntel éAAn xpnon
TV NEPIPPAYHEVWY UE BwPAKIa YIKPWY autdv Olapepiopd-
V. Xapakwnplouknh gival avtiotoixn nepintwon ot BaciAikh
ou MuUuka ArtwAdoakapvavias, énou €nions o NepIPayué-
vOos pE Bwpdkia xpos oto péoo tou Popeiou KATouUs tou
vaou épize tn Béon téQou, NPOPAVKS NPOVOUIAKOU, 0 onoi-
os anotenoUoe niBavov Kal avikeipevo npookuvnons. Xwpo
npookuvnons enions anotefoucav pe peydnn mbavotnta Kal
ol €161ka diapoppwuévol Xwpol ota dUo NtepUyIa Tou eyKap-
ofou kditous ts Baoifikns A, ol onoiol nepiékAgIay Npovoul-

opened in their eastern wall for easier access by pilgrims.
The finds brought to light by the supplementary excavation
in basilica D no longer leave any doubt about its funerary
character.

Burial inside churches outside the city walls was a wide-
spread phenomenon during Early Christian times. In Greece,
a significant number of funerary basilicas have been discov-
ered to date which do not differ in form from regular par-
ish churches, and which are normally in or near cemeter-
ies. They contain tombs at various points—in the narthex,
the aisles, and in immediate proximity to the bema. In the
latter, clerics and more rarely, members of the laity, indi-
viduals belonging to the upper class, were normally buried,
as attested by examples where relevant inscriptions have
survived.

Unfortunately, no inscription was found in basilica D to al-
low confirmation of the identity of the person in the sar-
cophagus. What we can say with certainty, however, is
that it was an important individual, very possibly a martyr,
whose tomb also functioned to attract the neighboring
burials, given that burial near the tombs of martyrs (burial
ad sanctos) was believed to contribute to the salvation of
people’s souls. It is also quite likely that this basilica was
associated with the Late Roman cemetery on its southwest
excavated during recent years by our colleague Konstan-
tinos Zachos. The cemetery probably contained Christian
graves as well, since until the full establishment of Chris-
tianity there were no exclusively Christian cemeteries, and
Christians were buried in existing cemeteries along with
pagans.

YrnoBetikn 1pi1odid-
otatn avanapd-

otaon tns Bépeias
Swn wns Baoinikns

Hypothetical 3-D
reconstruction of
the north face of
the basilica



akés tages, av NaPoupe pdiiota unéyn 6tu auPotEPOl NTav
NPOoOoIToi péow €1060wWV Nou avoiyovial otov avatoniké 1oixo
TOUS yIa tnv eukondtepn NpdoPacn twv NPOCKUVNTWY.

Ta euphPaTa NoU EPEPE PEXPI CNPEPT OTO WS N cupnAnpw-
paukh avackagn otn Baoidikn A dev aphvouv nAéov kauia
apifodia yia Tov KOIUNTNPIaKd Xapaktnpeda ts.

H tapn péoa og vaous nou Ppiokovtal €Ew and ta Teixn twy
nénewv anotenei éva paivopevo euputata diadedopévo Katd
v nanaioxpiouavikh enoxn. Xtnv EARada éxel anokanu@Osf
€ws ONPEPA oNPAvTKOs aplBuds Koiuntnpiak@y Bacifikay,
ol onofes 6€ dIAPEPOUV WS MPOS TN HOPPH And TS EVOPIAKES
Kar ouvhBws Bpiokovtal péoa N Kovid o€ veKpotageia, nepié-
xouv tépous oe SIdpopa onpeia tous, oto vapBnka, ota kAftn
adnd kal og Gueon verviaon pe 10 1€pG Phpa. YNy tefgu-
tafa auth B¢on BaPovial cuvnBws kAnpikoi kal onavidtepa
Aaikof, dtopa uwnAns KOIVWVIKAS TAENs, Gnws paptupolyv td
napadeiypata nou IacmzouV OXETKES ENYPAPES.

Atuxws o Baoidikn A 6 PpéBnke Kauid enypagn nou
va entpénel tnv e€akpifwon s tautdtNTas Tou vekpoU Tov
onoiov neplgixe N capkoPayos. AutO OPWS NOU PNOPOUE Va
noupe pe PeBaidtnta eivar 6u npokeital yia onoudaio Gtopo,
noAu niBavév pdptupa, o Tleos Tou onoiou AEToUpPYNCE Kal
ws NoAos €AENS yIa TS YEITOVIKES TAPES, APOoU N TAPN VEKPWV
Kovtdé o€ Tagpous paptUpwv (tapn ad sanctos) eBswpeito ou
ouvéBanne kal otn owtnpia s Yuxns tous. MiBavotata eni-
ons n BaoiAikN auth cuvoEETal Pe TO UOTEPOPWHAIKO VEKPO-
tageio vouodbuukd tns Baoifikns, T0 onoio avaokAntetal td
tefeutaia xpovia and tov ouvddedpo Kwvotaviivo Zaxo Kal
10 onofo noAu mBavév nepiRapPdvel kal xpiouavikous t@-
(QOous, EpOcoV NpIv and tn VOWIPOoNoinon tou xpiouaviopou
Oev UNdpXouV APIYWS XPICTAVIKA KOIUNTAPIA KAl Ol XpIoTavol
BdBovtal ota uNApxovta KOIPNTAPIa pazi e tou €BvIKoUs.

H ofokAnpwon s avaokadikns épeuvas s Bacidikns A,
KaBws Kalr n ouvéxion twv unoAoINwY avaokagwy nou yi-
vovtal tnv tefeutaia dekaetia otn NikoénoAn, Ba anavinoel
evOexopévws o€ Kanola and ta EpwTNPATa NMou agopouV 10
OUVYKEKPIPEVO PVNPEIo Kal YEVIKA TO Pvnpegia tns ndAns.

Completion of the excavation of basilica D as well as the
continuation of the other excavations taking place in Nico-
polis during the last decade will perhaps provide answers
to some of the questions concerning both this particular
monument and the city’s monuments more in general.

To NA vekpotapeio tns pwpaikns Nikérnonns ota votiodutikd tns Bacidikns

The SE cemetery of Roman Nicopolis southwest of the basilica
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